
Despite local opposition, 
DonalD trump was DetermineD 

to builD what he saiD woulD 
be the greatest golf course 
in the worlD on scotlanD’s 

north sea coast. now it’s open 
for play anD, it seems, he just 

may be right. top golf course 
photographer john henebry 

shows us why. by thomas hyDe.

TRUMP’SVISION

The 18th hole at Trump International 
Golf Links, a classic Scottish links 

course that threads its way through 
towering dunes beside the North Sea. 
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D
onald Trump is part Scottish. his mother 
was May anne MacLeod from the village 
of Tong, on the Isle of Lewis, in the Outer 
hebrides. as a property tycoon and golf 
aficionado who owns a handful of the 
best golf courses in the United States, it 

was probably just a matter of time before Trump returned 
to his mother’s homeland to do the same there.

In 2006 he bought Menie Estate, a 600-hectare 
property of corrugated dunes on the North Sea just north 
of aberdeen. The coastline and the marram grass-covered 
dunes made it the perfect place to build a classic old-
world links – or what Trump predicted would be “the 
world’s greatest golf course”. 

Trump took advice from the folk at the venerable Royal 

and ancient Golf club at St andrews, who suggested 
that, rather than importing a notable american designer, 
he hire Dr Martin hawtree. hawtree may be less well 
known outside the UK, but he has pedigree. his father 
and grandfather were accomplished golf course architects 
who specialised in traditional links. his grandfather, in fact, 
was one of the partners who designed Royal Birkdale, a 
course that has hosted eight Open championships. Today, 
Martin hawtree is a designer in his own right and a course 
consultant to the Royal and ancient. No one understands 
or appreciates links courses better. 

But there was a hitch. Part of Menie Estate was 
protected land and, because aberdeenshire folk tend to 
be conservative, the local council rejected the original 
plan. Not to be put off, Trump took his case to the British 

Government, which cited the potential for tourism and 
reversed the decision. Protests erupted and one man who 
refused Trump’s generous offer of a million dollars for his 
farm was named Scotland’s Man of the Year. It would have 
been funny had not so much been at stake.

But Trump prevailed and now Trump International Golf 
Links in Scotland, as the course is formally called, is open 
for play. and by most accounts it may well be “the world’s 
greatest golf course”. The Robb Report called it the “best 
of the best”, while no lesser personage than Scotland’s 
own golfing hero, colin Montgomerie, had a round and 
came away stating: “It’s one of the best, if not the best, 
links course I have ever played.”

Sandy Jones, chief executive of the British PGa, said 
it would rate among the top three courses in the world, 

Up for a challenge? 
The 3rd green 
emerges from a 
corrugated fairway 
framed by tussock. 
accuracy is all.

Donald Trump and Scottish golfing great colin Montgomerie share a joke  
after the opening of Trump International Golf Links. Photo: Getty Images
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adding: “But I don’t know what’s going to be number two 
and number three.” Joe Passov, a senior editor at golf.com, 
turned up and concluded: “This time Trump is completely 
believable. his new course is without peer.”

That’s why one of the world’s best golf course 
photographers, John henebry, who lives in california, 
persisted in his bid to shoot the course. he was one of 
the first professional photographers to do so. as he told 
World, “I was aiming to shoot a handful of the iconic 
courses in Scotland but waited for permission to shoot 
Trump International Golf Links before I went over. Once I 
got permission I turned up in an RV I had hired there and 
the weather was absolutely perfect. I saw those dunes and 
went: ‘Oh my God!’ What a choice piece of property it is.

“The staff could not have been more helpful. They 
gave me a cart and let me do my thing. I often use a 
cherry picker to get up high, but I didn’t need one here 
because the dunes are incredible. The great links courses 
there have a history and are usually linked to a charming 
village, but they will have only two or three great sea 
views. This course had 14. I’m an average golfer but I 
looked at this course as a photographer and with so many 
sea views I can honestly say it may be the world’s greatest 
golf course! Mr Trump, a man of great detail, wants me to 
go back to shoot it again. The course has multiple tees for 
all handicaps, so, among other different angles from what 
I shot before, he specifically asked me to shoot the 14th 
hole from a different tee.”  

TOP: The 4th fairway 
leads to a green 
well protected 

by a string of 
deep bunkers. 

course views are 
sensational.

aBOVE: The 12th 
green. Surrounding 

dunes provided 
photographer 
John henebry 

with perfect high 
locations from 

which to shoot  
the course.
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