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BIG PLANS: The lodge and course at Trump Ireland in County Clare are ‘progressing nicely’ now that plans for nine turbines nearby have been scrapped

Volunteers
for beach
clean-up
Volunteers are
needed to help clear
debris that has been
washed ashore over
the winter at Forvie
Sands nature reserve.
The clean-up, on
April 21, will start at
11am fromWaterside
car park at the A975
road bridge, but vol-
unteers can drop in
throughout the day.
Call 01358 751330
for details.

Charity ball
for dementia
A charity ball is being
staged in Aberdeen
next month to help
finance a new
dementia resource
centre in the city.
Andre Diether,
from Insch, has
arranged the event
which will take place
at the Hilton Tree-
tops Hotel in Ab-
erdeen, on May 17.
For more details,
e-mail andrediether
@gmail.com, or call
07732 203195.

Two attacked
and robbed
Two teenagers were
attacked and robbed
in incidents in Ab-
erdeen on Friday.
A 15-year-old boy
was assaulted on
Manor Avenue at
about 5.20pm.
And five hours
later, a 19-year-old
man was targeted at
bus stop outside the
Thistle Hotel on
Union Terrace. Police
are keen to speak to
four females who
were at the bus stop
and might have seen
the 10.30pm incident.

Blood donor
discussion
A talk on what hap-
pens to blood dona-
tions will be held in
Aberdeen this
evening.
Professor Mark
Vickers, of Aberdeen
University, and NHS
Grampian consultant
haematologist Henry
Watson will also talk
about the risk of
blood transfusions.
The free event
takes place at the
Suttie Centre,
Foresterhill, at 6pm.

Tillydrone
Vision event
Tillydrone Vision will
hold its annual meet-
ing on Thursday at
7.30pm in St George's
Church, Hayton
Road, Aberdeen.

US billionaire Donald
Trump has had better luck
inhis fightagainstplans for
an Irishwindfarm than the
controversial Aberdeen
Bay development.
The tycoon scrapped
plans to furtherdevelophis
golf resort at Menie in
Aberdeenshire after pro-
posals foranoffshorewind-
farm was approved by the
Scottish Government.
Days later, heannounced
he was investing £12.5mil-
lion in the five-star Doon-
beg resort in County Clare

in Ireland. But history
lookedtoberepeating itself
after it emerged plans had
been lodged with the local
authority for nine onshore
turbines at a site nearby.
But it has now emerged
the project has been
scrapped just before it was
due to be discussed by
council planners, after Mr
Trump personally inter-
vened.
Campaigners fighting
the development by Clare
Coastal Wind Power have
revealed Mr Trump con-
tacted them offering assis-
tance.

Tony Lowes, director of
Friends of the Irish Envi-
ronment, said: “Mr Trump
was very active – he called
me up himself and said
they were opposed to the

windfarm and noticed the
work we had done.
“It was certainly an
unusual phone call to get.
He just said he knew we

were very active in efforts
toopposeitandif therewas
anything that could be
done to let him know.”
MrLowesandhisgroup
had opposed the
d e v e l o pmen t ,
w h i c h w a s a
scaled-down ver-
sion of a larger
w i n d f a r m
turneddownlast
year, over fears it
would damage the
area’s delicate ecol-
ogy.
He added
that a letter
from Clare

County Council confirmed
the application had been
withdrawn and was now
“invalid”.

Last night the
Trump Organ-
isation said
it was de-
lighted the
plans had
been with-
drawn and
said work
was well un-
der way on
the new re-

sort.
Ex-
e c u-

tive vice-president George
Sorial said: “We are very
pleased that the applica-
tion has been withdrawn
and alongside the local res-
idents we will continue to
monitor thesituationandif
necessary lodge a further
objection.
“Work at Doonbeg, or as
it is nowknownTrumpIre-
land, is progressing nicely
and we are about to start
major work on the sixth
and ninth holes.
“We look forward to
making Trump Ireland
even better than it was
before.”

Donald comes up Trumps
over Irish windfarm project
Development: Plan to build turbines by tycoon’s golf course is scrapped
BY CHRISTOPHER RAE

“It was certainly
an unusual
phone call
to get”

Donald Trump: delighted

Policeman killed onmotorway ‘fun-loving person’
had been a “fun-loving per-
son”.He saidhis father had
been travelling with his
brother at the time of the
accident, which happened
westboundontheM8,near
junction 2, about 3.40pm
on Thursday.
“My fatherwas in the car

with him at the time of the
accident and Ian pulled
over as he was feeling un-
well,” he said.
“He got out of the car to
get some fresh air.”
The road was closed for
five hours and the Edin-
burgh city bypass andHer-
miston Gait were affected

by long delays. Mr Smollet
and his wife and daughters
had been living in Liv-
ingston, West Lothian.
His brother said his
death would leave a huge
gap in the lives of his loved
ones.
“Hewasa fun-lovingper-
son and loved his kids,”

said Mr Smollet. “He also
loved his job. He will be
sorely missed by every one
of his friends and his fam-
ily.”
Mr Smollet’s police col-
leagues offered their sym-
pathies to his family, and
appealed for information
on the accident. Chief Su-

perintendent Gill Imery
said: “It is with the deepest
regret I can confirm that
Detective Constable Ian
Smollet, who served in the
Lothians and Scottish Bor-
ders division, has died fol-
lowing Thursday's collision
on theM8.Our sympathies
are with his family, friends

and colleagues at this very
difficult time. Road polic-
ing officers are continuing
their investigation and I
would urge any members
of the public who wit-
nessed the collision, orwho
believe they can assist with
this inquiry, to contact po-
lice immediately.”
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Scale of ‘windfarm juggernaut’

SNP CONFERENCE

“The inadequate
offers of extra
devolved powers
are converting
‘soft’ No to Yes”

LordRobertson’s
speech in America
SIR, – I write with reference to
the letter (the Press and Jour-
nal, April 10) from Sir Peter
Graham regarding Deputy
First Minister Nicola
Sturgeon's comments on
Lord Robertson's speech in
America.
Sir Peter extolled the politi-

cal acumen of Lord Robertson
and described him as “one of
this country's great states-
men”.
This would be the “great

statesman” who announced in
1995 that “devolution will kill
Nationalism stone dead”,
would it?
This would also be “the ef-

fective and hugely respected
secretary-general of Nato” who
doesn’t appear to know how
Nato works. He appears to be
telling us that the withdrawal
of Trident from Faslane will
somehow make us ineligible
for Nato membership. He ap-
pears to be unaware that
Spain joined Nato after getting
rid of the nuclear stockpile
placed on Spanish soil by the
US and that the next secre-
tary-general of Nato hails from
a small, independent non-nu-
clear country – Norway.
There appears to be no end

to the negative campaigning of
the Better Together crusade.
Pam McMahon, Thulachan,
Weydale, Thurso.

‘What a
transformation’
SIR, – After years of being told
that we are a poor, insignifi-
cant backwater of a country
and seen as of no account by
the rest of the world, lo and
behold, Lord George Robert-
son, on a visit to America,
stated that if Scotland voted
for independence it would be
catastrophic.
It would destabilise the

western world and unleash
forces of darkness upon us.
My goodness, what a trans-

formation.
But is this not this same

George Robertson who
voted, back in the 1980s, to
abolish the House of Lords,
and here he is now sounding
like a true-blue British imperi-
alist?
It is also the same George

Robertson who made the
statement that “devolution
would kill Nationalism stone
dead”.
“Project fear” is now turning

into “project farce”.
M. Maclennan, Castle Heather
Avenue, Inverness.

Independence
debate
SIR, – Regarding the indepen-
dence debate, a recent poll
claims that the gap between
Yes and No, currently 6%, has
narrowed by 75% in one year
and may disappear by July.
Why?
The Yes campaign has been
highly focused, including
face-to-face persuasion of the
disillusioned 30% who never
vote.
Second, the inadequate of-
fers of extra devolved powers
are converting “soft” No to
Yes.
Labour's offer of income-
tax-varying powers would

make Holyrood responsible
for around £8billion of the
£11billion raised annually by
this tax. Given that Scotland's
overall budget is £32billion,
the offer seems minimalist.
Conservatives have stated
openly that they would prefer
all three devolved parlia-
ments, including Scotland's, to
raise most of their own rev-
enue and their ad hoc com-
mission will report in May.
Spreading economic oppor-
tunity more evenly should be
a commission priority and it
will hopefully recommend
that all three parliaments be
allowed to levy reduced rates
of corporation tax.
Given a No in September, a
Conservative or Conserva-
tive/Lib Dem government
from May 2015 would provide
opportunity for implementing
commission proposals.
Dr Walter J. MacCulloch,
Causewayend Crescent,
Aberchirder.

Pylons looking
like ‘matchsticks’
SIR, – The comment by Julia
Wait (Letters, April 10) that
the Corrimony windfarm py-
lons look like matchsticks sug-
gests to me that there is scope
for a good optician in this
part of the world.
Ocular perception is clearly
a problem: these turbines
tower to a height of 98m and
overlook the approaches to
Glen Affric – possibly the most
attractive glen in Scotland.
As a regular visitor to the
area since 1965, I am appalled
at the possibility of another
windfarm with even taller
structures (124m) less than a
mile from the conservation
village of Tomich.
It is not surprising that lo-
cals and visitors alike are sup-
porting a campaign against
the plan.
Ian A. Brown, Golf Course
Road, Blairgowrie.

Salmond oozes
confidence in
dash to the line
J

ust like an Olympic runner coming off the fi-
nal bend on the shoulder of a race leader, SNP
bosses also feel well placed and that they have

winning momentum.
It is hardly surprising, with the polls narrowing
and Alex Salmond’s conference speech in Aberdeen
carrying all the carefully crafted hallmarks of an in-
dependence leader-in-waiting.
Mr Salmond even explained how independence
negotiations would begin on September 19. Do we
view that as prudent planning or counting chickens
before eggs have hatched?
The SNP conference was a perfect platform for
appealing to those all-important “don’t knows”, who
could swing it. His critics claimed he wasted the op-
portunity by simply preaching to the converted.
True, there were familiar themes running through-
out his speech, but this is a golden rule of speech
writing: keep saying it and then say it again, so the
target audience do not forget.
However, Mr Salmond did try to avoid scaring
nervy “don’t knows” by speaking of a joint all-party
negotiating approach and that a Labour, or alterna-
tive coalition, government could easily take over the
reins from him in future – if they ousted the SNP.

A
last dash for the line is the most dangerous,
of course, as competitors can crash out in an
“all or nothing” bid for glory.

Unforeseen obstacles can get in the way: take the
Scottish Fishermen’s Federation, for example, which
has revealed a number of reservations about inde-
pendence.
Significantly, they argued that remaining in the
UK could put them in a stronger negotiating posi-
tion than being a small voice outside. This appears
to put them at odds with what SNP fishing minis-
ters have argued in the past – that the Scottish
fleet’s case at crucial annual EU fishing talks, for ex-
ample, would be stronger if they stood alone.
The federation’s EU position chimes with what
other critics have said about the SNP’s approach to
EU membership.
The fishing industry is a major influence in the
north and north-east and cannot simply be brushed
aside as taking a negative view, but it requires clar-
ification and reassurance.

SIR, – Your story (April 12) headed “North ‘un-
der siege’ from wind turbines” reveals the
alarming scale of the windfarm juggernaut.
Various justifications for this are provided by
government and the renewable-energy lobby,
foremost among them “we need them to keep
the lights on” and “we must reduce global car-
bon dioxide emissions”.
It has been calculated that we would need an
additional 12,000 turbines to meet the first re-
quirement.
The second requirement, the reduction of
global carbon emissions, is even more problem-
atic.
Last year, Scottish Renewables claimed that all
UK windfarms had reduced annual carbon emis-
sions by the equivalent of 7.3million tonnes.
Global emissions for that period were estimated
at 35.6billion tonnes. In other words, British

windfarms reduced global emissions by one five-
thousandth. This was far less than one hundredth
of the annual global increase in carbon output
and well below that of the UK for the period.
Since then, there have been increases in UK
turbine numbers – and increases in global car-
bon emissions.
The situation across the European Union is
equally pathetic. Germany's wholesale commit-
ment to renewable energy has reduced it to
opening new coal-fired power stations to main-
tain energy supplies. Its carbon emissions are
increasing as a result.
Now, the EU as a whole is reduced to impo-
tent fury at Mr Putin's encroachments on the
Ukraine because we need his gas to keep the
lights on. There must be a lesson in all this,
Ken Brown, Dundreggan Bungalows, Glen-
moriston.

TheVoice of the North

CHURCHGOERS

Biblical epic idea
for silver screen
I

ssues around dwindling congregations and re-
maining relevant in a rapidly changing world
have occupied the best religious minds across

all denominations in modern times.
Attracting, and keeping, younger churchgoers is
of particular concern. While most churches are
beautiful to behold and packed with amazing histor-
ical stories, they can appear to be forbidding and
draughty old places to the young.
Destiny Church Aberdeen has come up with an
ingenious idea to switch its Sunday services to a cin-
ema – Cineworld at Union Square shopping mall.
With an estimated 50million people passing
through Union Square every year and 30,000 film-
goers at the cinema each week, the future might be
on Destiny’s doorstep.
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